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parity of the ruble was fixed officially at the
rate of 1 ruble = 0,987412 gram of pure gold.
At the same time 10 old rubles were made
equal to one new ruble. The official rates of
exchange for foreign currency were fixed in ac-
cordance with the new gold parity, The ruble is
legal tender on the territory of the USSR. The
issuing of money is the exclusive right of the
State Bank. The issuing of money by the State
Bank is based on directives issued by the USSR
Council of Ministers, It is the duty of the Board
of the State Bank to carry out such directives.
These directives are closely connected with
credit and cash plans. (There are perspectival,
yearly, and quarterly plans.) Payments be-
tween state, cooperative, and social
organizations, (enterprises and institutions)
are nearly always settled through accounts.
Payments between private individuals or be-
tween state, cooperative, and social
organizations and private individuals are
nearly always in cash. Consequently, there are
streams of cash or credit money moving
through the offices of the State Bank. The total
. money circulation (credit and cash money) is

planned through credit plans. The amount of
- cash required is planned in cash plans. Quar-
terly cash and credit plans are approved by the

USSR Council of Ministers. Cash plans are

based on cash - requests filed by state
_enterprises and organizations with the offices

of the State Bank. The requests indicate the

~amount of cash required for the plan period.
' E.H. de Jong

. MONUMENTS

Soviet concern for historical monuments
- was immediately evident after the Revolution
E‘when Lunacharskii organized the All-Russian
 Collegium for Museums and Ancient Monu-

ments under the Commissariat for Education;

WA T

sars decreed on 5 December 1918 that all his-
‘toric and cultural mnnum&nts’ﬁ should be
‘catalogued and protected, an action tanta-
ount to confiscation, Cataloging was
acilitated by the Moscow workshop of Igor
abar’, the painter and historian. During the

s bsequently thﬂfﬂiu;i{:il of People’s Commis*
: + designated as monuments are those of history,

MONUMENTS

decade after the Revolution, thousands of
monuments were given a protective status;
many of these were actually restored.

This promising start was not always
continued. In the process of replanning and
reconstructing Soviet cities, the authorities de-
stroyed many historic buildings and districts.
Central Moscow, especially along Gorkii
Street (the old Tverskaia), was greatly altered
in the 1930s. In the late 1950s and early 1960s,
large numbers of buildings on the protected list
were removed and demolished to allow for
new housing and thoroughfares, a kind of
change evident in the Arbat section of
Moscow, where post-1812 classical Moscow
gave way to the new Kalinin Prospekt.

During the late Stalin period, monuments
were protected under the Statute on the Pro-
tection of Monuments of Culture (decree of
the USSR Council of Ministers of 14 October
1948). From these general principles, each re-
public issued its own Instruction, such as that
of the RSFSR of 28 May 1949. After
Khrushchev’s ouster, monuments obtained a
reprieve. The establishment in 1966 of the All-
Russian Voluntary Society for the Protection
of Ancient Historical and Cultural Monuments
(Statute confirmed on 6 July 1966 by the
RSFSR Council of Ministers) and similar
societies in other republics was indicative of a
shift in policy.

The 1948 principles were superseded by the
USSR Law of 29 October 1976 *“On the Protec-
tion and Use of Monuments of History and
Culture™, the preface of which states that ““in
the USSR monuments of history and culture
are the property of the people. The Soviet
state, following Leninist principles of relations
toward the cultural heritage, creates all the
conditions for the preservation and efficient
use of the monuments in the interests of Com-
construction.” The categories

architecture, urban construction and architec-
ture, art, documents, and others. The second
part of the law pertains to the state’s recording
of monuments in accord with a procedure to be
determined by the USSR Council of Ministers.
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Part I1I is concerned with ““ensuring the Pres-
ervation of Monuments of History and Cul-
ture; the Procedure and Conditions for the Use
of Monuments.”” The next section lists “Re-
sponsibility for Violations of Legislation on the
Protection and Use of Monuments”, and,
finally, the law dwells on the relationship of the
previous articles to international treaties and
agreements on historic monuments.

Since enactment of the 1976 law, there has
been additional legislation, the most recent of
which has been an Instruction about the Man-
ner of Registering and Protecting Historic and
Cultural Monuments Found in the Custody or
Use of the State, Cooperatives, Social Insti-
tutions, Enterprises, and Organizations
(USSR Ministry of Culture, 19 November
1980).

Finally, the new Soviet Constitution of 1977
states in Art.68 that “‘concern for the preser-
vation of historical monuments and other cul-
tural values is the duty and obligation of USSR
citizens,”

A. Schmidt

MORALITY, see RULES OF SOCIALIST
COMMUNITY LIFE

MOTOR VEHICLES

Motor vehicles may be privately owned by a
USSR citizen; but as a citizen may own only
articles of everyday use, or personal consump-
tion and comfort, which may not be used to de-
rive unearned income (cf, Art.13 USSR Con-
stitution), a citizen may only own a passenger
car or another motorized vehicle. New passen-
ger cars are bought on the basis of orders
placed in special car shops under the Rules on
the Selling of Passenger Cars and Motorcycles
with Sidecars, confirmed by Order of the
USSR Ministry of Trade, 22 December 1977.
Orders may be placed only after observation of
the waiting period, made according to republi-
can rules. The car has to be delivered within
one year from the acceptance of the order and
within 60 days after the payment of the price
(under the 1954 rules, the price had to be paid
on the day of the placement of the order). But
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the seller is not bound to pay the buyer any
damage if the car is not delivered in due time.
Asa rule, passenger cars are only registered
by the competent authorities on the basis of a
document issued by a spetial automobile shop

A

(or on the basig of a contract of gift (darenie) or

upon a notarially verified succession).-There-

" fore, the salé of a caris in practice possiblé only.

through special car shops and similar com-
'mission shops (second hand trade shops), (cf.
Art.13 of the Rules for the Registration of
Motor Vehicles of 30 January 1975). Rules for
transactions by such commission shops were
affirmed on 19 August 1982 by the USSR Min-

istry of Trade. An owner may sell his car

through the shop to a known buyer or he may
offer his car through the shop to the open mar-
ket.

Art.454 of the RSFSR Civil Code mentions
the automobile as one of the sources of
increased danger. Damage caused by such
sources has to be paid, unless it can be proved
that the damage was caused by FORCE
MAJEURE or through the fault of the victim.
The automobile is mentioned only as an
example in Art.454, and it is recognized that
the entire wider category of motor vehicles
must also be considered as a source of
increased danger. Motor vehicles are defined
in the Road Traffic Rules of 1980 (see
TRAFFIC REGULATIONS) as “mechanical
means of transport” and they include any
means of transportation propelled by an en-
gine, with the exception of bicycles or mopeds
with engines smaller than 50 cc, and a maxi-
mum speed under 40 km/hr.

A central function in connection with motor
vehicles and traffic control is occupied by the
State Automobile Inspection (GAI), regulated
by the Statute on the State Automobile Inspec-
tion, confirmed by decree of the USSR Coun-
cil of Ministers of 10 August 1978. GAl is a
branch of the Soviet POLICE and as such sub-
ordinate to the USSR Ministry of Internal Af-
fairs. It consists of a chief department at feder-
al level, departments in the republican minis-
tries of internal affairs, GAI sections within the
internal affairs departments at lower adminis-
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