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The historians have made sense of the great 
historical continuum by reducing the tension 
between continuity and change. They have 
substituted "a web of many seams" for Frederick 
William Maitland's "seamless web of history." In 
reconciling continuity and change, They have 
constructed a narrower context for describing just 
what has occurred in time. That context is called a 
period or epoch. Al Schmidt will cite examples of 
historical epochs and how each connotes change 
within the continuum.  
 

Professor Schmidt graduated A.B. from 
DePauw University and received an M.A. and 
Ph.D. from the University of Pennsylvania in 
history.  During World War II he served with the 
Army Air Corp in the South Pacific.  For nearly 
forty years he taught history - European and 
Russian, to undergraduates.  In retirement he 
became research associate in the Institute for 
European, Russian, and Eurasian Studies at 
George Washington University.   In 1998 he 
lectured at the University of Lviv in Ukraine. He 
has been chair of the National Lobby Corps of 
the League of Women Voters. 


